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Oscar Wilde in 1882 
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‘A Private View at the Royal Academy, 1881,' an oil 
painting by English artist William Powell Frith 

Did You Know? The Importance of Being Earnest is a 

comedy of manners… 

This refers to a witty, satirical play which mocks aristocratic 

society. Comedy of Manners was usually written by 

sophisticated authors for members of their social class and 

historically thrived in periods and societies that combined 

material prosperity and moral latitude. Oscar Wilde revived 

the comedy of manners, following the Restoration period, by 

writing an immensely popular, funny criticism of Victorian 

aristocracy. In The Importance of Being Earnest, Wilde 

attacks Victorian complacency by displaying the foibles of 

society for ridicule and for his audience’s amusement.  

 

 

Oscar Wilde Cartoon: 
London Charivari, March 5, 1892 
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