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From the Streets to the Stage 

Did you know that some Newsies’ characters are inspired by real-life figures from the 1890s? 

Jack Kelly draws from Louis “Kid Blink” Baletti, a charismatic strike leader, while Davey reflects 

David Simmons, the union’s president.  

Katherine is also based on several historical women - see page X to learn more! 
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Newsgirl in 1910 
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1903 March of the Mill Children 
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Production History 

Disney’s Newsies Film (1992) 
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